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The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its October 8 &Ogﬁ' ting, considered your
request for an advisory opinion as to whether the Lou@?‘u@%oﬁe of Governmental Ethics
(“Code ) would prOhlblt Loulslana Department of He@]i'h 'S %.}BSFI) Sectlon of Environmental

LDH/SEET is interested in engaglng\c cgfé owners and other early child care stakeholders
in their Choose Safe Places for &Car&é%md Education Program (“CSPECE”). You would like
to distribute children’s boo&@?@@ﬁ%d» care providers who visited booths at conferences and
other events related to @ A\CPrewously, SELAHEC partnered with LDH/SEET in June
2019, where SELAH]%@p Q%ld@(} children’s books for conference participants who attended
LDH/SEET’s Env1raﬁm§°1’1t$§-lealth Symposium. SELAHEC has offered to donate children’s
books for CSPR@?@Je%gﬁough the SELAHEC program that provided books in June 2019 has
been dlscontlrl\klseﬁ\O\on SELAHEC employees are employed by LDH/SEET and vice versa.
6&% @% Law

La. R. %;Q-Z«Si'lll(C) (2)(d) provides that no public servant and no legal entity in which the
pu@ﬁc 3& ant exercises control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, shall
receive any thing of economic value for or in consideration of services rendered, or to be
rendered, to or for any person during his public service unless such services are: (d) Neither
performed for nor compensated by any person or from any officer, director, agent, or
employee of such person, if such public servant knows or reasonably should know that such
person has or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships with
the public servant's agency; conducts operations or activities which are regulated by the
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public employee’s agency; or has substantial economic interests which may be substantially
affected by the performance or nonperformance of the public employee’s official duty.

La. R.S. 42:1123(30) provides that a public servant, a legal entity in which he has a
controlling interest, or a member of his immediate family may donate services, movable
property, or funds to his agency. Nothing herein shall be construed to allow a public servant
to make an appointment of a person which is otherwise prohibited by this Chapter.

CONCLUSION

The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that based on the facts presentgﬁ’ the
Code does not prohibit LDH/SEET from accepting donated children’s books from %ﬁ‘@{EC
SELAHEC cannot be a prohibited source for an agency, as the agency is nota persgﬁ%gﬁ public
servant. SELAHEC is only a prohibited source for a public servant who &e@loyed by
LDH/SEET and who exercises control or owns in excess of twenty-ﬁge) pg&e{r?of SELAHEC.
However, even if SELAHEC were a prohibited source, SELAHEC wosg{fd g%)% \‘prohlblted from
donating children’s books for the CSPECE. LDH/SEET empl%kes;\?hgia d take care not to

solicit or accept gifts from SELAHEC, in violation of La. R.S. 45@ 11@‘5

This advisory opinion is based solely on the facts as s%@o{@ﬁ\ herein. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in a different application ofqﬁfe @o@‘ions of the Louisiana Code of
idn as,ﬁ) past conduct or as to laws other than

g@*\tgé'J\C@}%palgn Finance Disclosure Act, the

Governmental Ethics. The Board issues no
the Louisiana Code of Governmental
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